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Salem Police SWAT Take Barricaded
Burglary Suspect into Custody

POSTED ON JANUARY 22, 2019

Salem Police SWAT took 39-year-old Kenneth Ketchem into custody yesterday afternoon. He was wanted for attempting
to break into multiple residences earlier yesterday morning.

While attempting to break into a residence, Ketchem was confronted by a homeowner. As o�cers arrived, he ran into a
house on Summer St NE through the back door. The female homeowner of the Summer ST residence �ed out the front
door, leaving Ketchem alone inside.

O�cers surrounded the location and began to make announcements over a loudspeaker for Ketchem to surrender.
After multiple attempts to contact Ketchem, the Salem Police SWAT Team was deployed. SWAT o�cers took up
containment positions and closed multiple streets to ensure the public’s safety.

During the standoff, he started a �re in the residence and the Salem Fire Department was called to the scene; however,
the �ames self-extinguished.
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